
,ANUFAtTURlIS OF 
.455REYOlVERGARTIf'IDGES-;-,- -., ., 

AMD THEIR HEADSTAMP CIllE 

Arsenal 'Artilleria Zarate, Argentina..LAAZ
 
BSA,Birmingham, England~B
 

Canadian Inpastries Ltd., Montreal-DOMINION
 
Deutsche Wiiffeh - Und Munitions FaoHken,
 

Berlin, Germany-DWM
 
Defi1nse Industries ltd., Bfownsbery, Gan.-DC
 
Dominion Arsenal, Brownsbery, Canada-DAC
 
Dominion Cartridge Co., Montreal-D.C.Co.
 
EleY~JQ~. ltd., London-E, ELEY, ELEY'S...
 
ElEY L0NDON, ELEY NITRO, WEBLEY EB
 

Gov~mment Arsenal, Dum Dum, India.:.....p~O, OF
 
Grenfell & Accles, Birmingham, England-GA
 

Gr.eenwdod &Batley, Leeds, Englan<J..,..,.GB
 
Kirkee Ammunition Factory, Kirkee, India=KF
 

Kynoch Ltd., England-K, KYNOCH,
 
WILKINSON, WSC
 

Remington QIl., Bridgeport, Conn.-REM-I!JMC
 
Rheinisch Westfalsche Sprengstoff,
 

Nuremburg, Germany-'""'RWS
 
. G,:,R9Jh,'Vienna, Austria.....,llGR 

Roya:l;illib4!1!tory, WQolwicl1, Engl:al'ld""""'Rfl' 
SrnaltAt1f1s, Ammunition Factory,
 

fo,oJscray, A,ustralia-AF
 
Small Arms Ammunition, Factory #1,
 

FOotscray, Australia-MF
 
Small Arms Amrnunitton Factory #5,
 

Rookie!!, Auslralia-MQ
 
Un-ion Metallic Cartridge Co.,
 
~ridgeport, Conn.-UMC
 

Winchester, New Haven, Conn;-WRACo.
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Development of the
 

.455 REVOLVER
 
CARTRIDGE
 
By ROBERT A. GUSSMAN and ROGER E. LADD 

SOME FORM of the .455 Revolver was in use by the British Govern
ment from 1880 until after World War II, a total service life of 

some 69 years. Throughout that period, the cartridges for use in 
these weapons underwent several stages of evolution. Ball cartridges 
developed under the military system of designation were numbered 
from Mark I through Mark VI. That the service revolvers were also 
numbered from I to VI is coincidental and has no direct relationship 
to the Mark numbers of the cartridges. Ignoring for the moment the 
.476 Enfield cartridge which was the direct predecessor of the .455 
Webley series, the first Mark I cartridge was introduced in 1891. It 
had a brass case 0.875 inch long and a boxer type primer. The bullet 
was solin lead with a hollow base of cylindrical-conical shape, weighing 
approximately 265 grains. These cartridges were filled with black 
powder by the English manufacturer, Kynoch. 
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There are wide variations in the .455 
by the domestic (above), military (left), 

packaging as illustrated 
and Canadian versions. 
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The Mark I was produced from 1891 until 1898, although in 1894 a change 
was made to utilize cordite as the propellant. Military Mark I cartridges loaded 
with cordite have a C added to the headstamp. This cordite, developed at the 
royal gunpowder factory, Waltham Abbey, was again coincidentally designated 
Mark I. 

With the adoption of cordite as a propellant, it was found that more efficient 
combustion was obtained in a shorter (3Jllf ) case. This design was officially 
adopted in 1898 as Mark II. The bullet, although still of the cylindrical conical 
type and of the same weight, was slightly changed in shape to what is now 
considered the standard or characteristic Webley shape. (Continued all, page 74) 
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TYPICAL
 
EXAMPLES OF .455
 
.WEBLEY REVtJlVER
 

CARTRIDGES
 

A.	 Mark I 
B.	 Mark II 
C.	 Mark III 
D.	 Mark IV and V 
E.	 Mark VI 
F.	 Naval Mark I dummy 
G.	 Dummy made from reject 
H.	 Dummy with plated case 
I. Commercial dummy mund 
J.	 U.S. Commercial dummy _ 
K.	 Rare U.S. proof round 
L.	 Canadian target wadcutter 

M.	 British shot cartridge 
N.	 Blank with rose crimp 
O.	 Blank with roll crimp 

over card wads 
P.	 Blank with composition 

seal. 
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.455 CARTRIDGES
 

PRIDE
 
OF THE 
PELLET
 
RIFLES!
 
~from 

I@)aisy 
...with genuine 
beechwood stock 
and all-steel 
rifled barrel 

DAISY'S Model 250 features 
big gun styling ... fires 
.22 cal. pellets accurately up 
to 150 feet. New break-action 
cocking eliminates repeated 
pumping. No troublesome 
"0" rings. About $29.95. 
(Other DAISY Pellet Rifles 
from about $14.95.) 

!~~,!!i§y 

Rogers, Arkansas 72756 

(Continu.ed frain page ?) 

The Mark II case, in addition to being 
shorter, was also fitted with the Berdan 
type primer as were all su bsequent types. 
The l\lIark II became obsolete in 1898 with 
the introduction of the Mark III, but was 
reintroduced in 1900. It was obsoleted again 
in 1913 with the introduction of the Mark 
IV and reintroduced in 1914, this time to 
be produced until 1939 when it was finally 
completely superceded by the Mark VI. 

The Mark III and all subsequent types 
are actually variations of the Mark II car
tridge, since they use the same short case, 
the only differences being in the bullet 
form. The Mark III bullet looks like a 
hollow point wad cutler' at both ends, since 
it has a hollow base as well as a hollow 
nose. This is the so·called Manstopper bul
let. The Mark IV is a wad cutter bullet 
which maintains the hollow base and has a 
flat nose. 

The Mark V is exactly the same shape as 
the Mark IV except that instead of being 
made from the usual 12: I lead-tin alloy, 
it is made from 99:1 lead-antimony. Issued 
only from April t.o November 1914, and 
apparently concurrently with the Mark IV, 
the Mark V is one of the rarest of the 
military .455 series. Specimens are known 
in only two collections. 

The Mark VI duplicates in shape the 
Mark II, but is a full metal jacketed bullet 
adopted in order to conform with the rules 
of the Geneva convention. The jacket mate· 

WRI.,.ERS
 
N. Y. pUblllher wantl book. on all IUbJects 
fiction, nonfIction. No fll for PrOf.lllon.r 
opinion. FREE: Brochure. that show how ,our
book can be published, pUbllclz.d, lold; tips
and artlcl. reprints on wrltln,. publllhlnl,.
contrlCt•. Write Dept. 120F,
•XI'o.,r,oll 386 Park Ave. so•• M.Y.l. 
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ORDER BY MAIL 
PLAINSMAN 

A truly Western cowboy boot 
-fall and distinctive IIV" cut 
top with high riding heel of 
pol ish e d calf and narrow 
sharp toe. All Austin boots 
are fully leather lined. 

No. 951 _ Black
 
No. 952 - Brown
 

No. 953 - Tan
 
12/1 _ 14" _ 16" Tops 

16" $3195 
Write for FREE CATALOG 

Your shoe size is your boot size. When ordering 
please give calf of leg measurement, foot tracing 
t~ken without weight on fool, and if instep is 
regular, high 01' very high. $5,00 deposit on 
C,O.D. orders. You pay postal charges. We pay 
poslage on prepaid orders. Our guarantee for ex
change, or refund, return boots undamaged and 
unworn within ten days. 

Aet4tUe 'em (!4.#
 
P.O. BOX 12368-G EL PASO, TEXAS 79912 

rial is either cupro-nickel or gliding metal. 
Blank cartridges were first approved for 

service use in 1897 and from the start were 
always of the shorter (Mark II) case length. 
The blanks fall into three basic types. The 
earliest has a straight case with practically 
no crimp, the powder charge being held in 
by shellacked cards or a composition seal. 
Later, a rose crimp style was adopted which 
was also used extensively in the Canadian 
ervice. A third commercial type of blank 

has the case completely fiJ]ed and topped 
with a glazed paper wad, held in place by 
a heavy, roJ]ed crimp. Although British 
service blanks were evolved as Mark I and 
MaI"k II, the differences were aJ] internal 
and had to do with flash hole dimensions, 
powder type, and the number of wads. Blank 
cartridges were also made lip from second 
grade cases but the head stamps were not 
altered so that the marking on a blank 
case may not indicate its type. 

Drill Cartridges for practice were first 
approved in 1920 and were quite distinctive 
in appearance, being made of white metal 
with three longitudinal grooves impressed 
into the case and fiJ]ed with a red varnish. 
The primer pocket was fabricated without 
an anvil or flash hole and filled with a 
red fiber wad held in place by three stab 
crimps. This cartridge also received its own 
distinctive head stamp, having a "D" pre
fixing the Mark number (after' 1929). It 
should be noted that although the cartr'idges 
usuaJ]y have the "I" head stamp indicating 
a Mark I, this means "Mark I Drill Dummy" 
and actuaJ]y has the Mark II case length. 
Later dummies made as a war-time expe· 
diency were fabricated from rejected ball 
cartridge cases and to all appearances are 
a normal round, fabricated without powder 
or primer. This is the same styIe used on 
commercial dummies. 

While the drill cartridges described above 
are extremely rare, proof cartridges are 
almost non-existent. The proof cartridge, 
Mark I, had the Mark II case length and 
in some instances was completely copper 
plated with the base marking containing 
the word "proof." After 1927, the head 
stamp contained the letter "Q" and the 
mark number. The lead bl1llet lIsed in this 
type was of the Mark Ii pattern. 

If the above text and accompanying fig· 
ures leaves one somewhat relieved at having 
an understanding of the intricacies of the 
A55 service cartridge nomenclature, this 
feeling of relief is destined to be utterly 
destroyed when we turn to the commercial 
variations of this cartridge. Suffice to say 
that all bullets were loaded in both case 
lengths. If the military used the Marks II 
through V bullets only in the Mark II case, 
not so the commercial suppliers, as all these 
bullets were furnished in the Mark I case 
length as well. 

The most popular of the commercial loads 
is known as the .455 Colt and is still manu
factured today by "Dominion" in Canada. 
This cartridge has the Mark II bullet loaded 
in the Mark I case and uses a boxer type 
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primer. Two other interesting .455 variations 
are the Canadian target bullet which is 
essentially a flush seated wad cutter but 
with a small lead teat projecting forward, 
and the shot cartridge which has a %" long 
paper extension. It is not known whether 
tracer cartridges were manufactured in .455 
caliber but a personal communication indio 
cates that at least one small lot was pos
;;ihly made up for test purposes. 

The military package for .455 cartridges 
is usually 6 or 12 round tied bundles and 
later 12 or 48 round cartons. As far as can 

Two Grand Slams at Texas Fair 

Two grand slams in North American 
sheep will be the centerpiece of the 
"Sheep of the World" exhibit at the 
Texas State Fair October 8 through 23. 
Shot by one man, H. W. "Herb" Klein, 
who is one sheep away from an unprec
edented eighth slam, these sheep will be 
joined by nine other of his trophy heads 
from Europe, Africa. and Asia. 

Located in the Museum of Natural 
History in State Fair Park in Dallas, the 
exhibit will also feature approximately 
16 of Klein's rifles and shotguns, many 
of which are custom made Weatherby's. 
The collection is valued at $50,000. 

The Boone & Crockett Club. official 
scorekeepers for North American game. 
lists 16 of Klein's 34 North American 
sheep in its record books. Like his 
North American sheep. Klein's other tro
phies are all excellent specimens. Only 
one of the 14 major species of sheep has 
evaded Klein. the Siberian Argali. Ex
tremely rare, the sheep makes its home 
behind the Iron Curtain, thus having dip
lomatic immunity from Klein's hunting 
prowess. 

be detcrmined, the commercial package has 
always been the usual box of 50 cartridges. 

While this concludes the basic discussion 
on the types of .455 cartridges and their 
packaging, it is well to realize that the 
variations open to the collector are quite 
extensive. It can be a great source of per
sonal interest and satisfaction to track down 
the reasons for peculiar incongruities which 
arise when new specimens are acquired. An 
outstanding example of this is j]]ustrated 
by the apparent Mark IV Cartridge which 
bears the KCn head stamp, indicating that 
it is a Mark n cartridge loaded with cordite. 

HANDWARMER� 
Keeps ha nds and� 
fingers warm and� 
supple. For golfers,� 
skiers, hunters,� 
football, outdoor� 
work. Keeps warm� 
24 hours without� 
refill. Guaranteed� 
one year.� 

$1.98, Reg. size� 
postpaid� 
$2.49, Jumbo postpaid� 

DOUGLAS SALES, 31 Monument Street, 
Dept. 4. Brockton, Massachusetts 
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In January of 1913, an instruction was 
issued for existing supplies of certain Mark 
II cartridges to be remade to the Mark IV 
pattern. Two months later, in March of 
1913, further orders were given for the head 
stamp numbers to be barred out and the 
cases restamped IV. Therefore, a cartridge 
whose existence seems only slightly incon
gruous becomes a major rarity when one 
realizes that only a small quantity was man
ufactured (perhaps reprocessed is the cor
rect word) and then only for a period of 
two months. 

As a further aid to deciphering cartridge 
head stamps, a list of manufacturers and 
the head stamp designations used by them, 
is included in this article. It should also be 
noted that where the letter "2" is used on 
a head stamp it mercIy indicates that nitro
cellulose powder has been used instead of 
the customary cordite. The letter "I" on a 
head stamp, in addition to the Mark num
ber, indicates· that the cartridge was manu
factured in India. Also, after 1914, car
tridges manufactured in India included the 
last two figures of the year of manufacturc 
in the head stamp. This feature was applied 
to English production around 1928. 

No discussion of the .455 cartridge could 
be considered complete without mentioning 
the cartridge hom which it was developed, 
the .476 Enfield. Actually, the .476 designa
tion applies only to the last of the series 
of three "Enfield" cartridges. The Marks I 
and II Enfield cartridges had .455 diameter 
bullets and were first introduced around 
1880. Very little is known about the Mark I 
and no specimens have been positively iden
tified. All types of Enfield ammunition used 
a case length similar to the .455 Webley 
Mark I, but had a deeper, boxer type primer 
pocket. The Enfield Mark II cartridge did 
not enjoy extensive production and was re
placed by the Mark III type. Although this 
final style used a .476 diameter bullet, it 
was still used in a .455 Revolver barrel and 
merely swaged down upon firing. The bullet 
is very distinctive, being somewhat bulbous 
in appearance and having a large outside 
groove which contains the lubricant. 

It is hoped that we have demonstrated the 
interest and fascination of the .455 Revolver 
Cartridge. Well over 100 head stamp varia
tions have been recorded and catalogued,. 
and it is sincerely regretted that space ~ 

does not permit their reproduction. ~ 

THE ONLY GRIP THAT YOU CAN� 
DRESS UP TO YOUR TASTE�

* OVERSIZE, lor TARGEf.COMOAf.HOLSTER� 
SHOOT IT Willi RIGHT OR un llANO!� 

INSTAHT·C1lANGl D
~EXlltAIHLAVS~ 

~2.00 pro 
o 

ROSEWOOD-PEARt 

WALNUT_IVORY_STAG 

PRECISION FORMED flTZ DURAMITE.

* OEALERS: HANDSOME BIG COLOR· DISPLAY FREE! 

JOBBERS: SPEC. DEAL- FAST SELLER = WRITE! 

BROCHURE 25c Coin; fREE lor GUN· SHOP LfTIERHEAD 

FI1'Z ° Bux ~19797-GM, L.A., CALiF. 9UU49 

u----, 

HUNTERS WON'T� 
BELIEVE ME .•� 
'til they try my new calling sounds! 

!:~";;<; 0" 

CALL FOX WITHIN 10 FEET 

Use my NEW CALLS and deer will� 
almost run over yOU!� 
Crows will circle within a few feet of� 
your head!� 
Coyotes, Bobcats, Wolves, Coons all� 
kinds of game will come running to you� 
day or night-year round.� 

SEND NO MONEY� 
I'll Show You How It's Done, FREE!� 
I'll mail you a folder filled with game� 
calling photographs - thrilling stories� 
about game calling! Send me your name� 
NOW! A letter or card will do.� 

JOHNNY STEWART 
P,O. BOX 7765, Dept. G-116. Waco. Texas 16110 

Mighty� 
Manitoba� 
Moose� 

This magnificent 1400 lb. record class 
Manitoba moose was "dead on its feet" 
from the first 150 gr. Hornady RN shot 
by C. P. Barager of Winnipeg, Mani
toba, from his 270 Weatherby Magnum. 
Barager has used Hornady Bullets for 
8 years, knows he can trust their accu
racy and deadly dependability. 
For your most important shooting, 

trust HORNADYSf 
Bullets for handloading-send for list 

o X-:n.a.d..y 
B"ULLE'TS 

HORNADY MFG. CO.· DEPT. G· GRAND ISLAND, NEBR. 
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